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Seminar on Anti-Child Labour Day

Date: 03.05.2011   Venue: SWATE Hall, Veerarakiyam

B

esides following the strategy of education and organization, AREDS has been imparting health awareness education, training on child rights and environmental protection to children and special training programme for the dyslexic children in Karur district, eyeing on making Karur district a child labour free district.

To accomplish its aim, it has been imparting extra curricular activities and cultural trainings to the school-going children in Karur district through Tulir Thalir Students Movement (TTSM). 

This year, AREDS and TTSM together organized a seminar by way of observing Anti-Child Labour Day in Karur district. About five hundred children participated in the seminar. Santhiya, a member of TTSM welcomed the participants and the chief guests. 
At the outset, a silent prayer was done for the death of Ms. Cynthia, a former member of TTSM and was studying in an engineering college, who was killed in an accident. 
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Mr. L. A. Samy, the director of AREDS presided over the meeting. Ms. Aruna, the president of Thokkupatti panchayat and Ms. Rajalakshmi, the president of Nerur panchayat spoke on the status of elementary education in their panchayats and assured of fulfilling the needs of infrastructure in the schools. 

Besides the elected representatives of local bodies, Assistant Elementary Educational Officers, Chief Educational Officers and Project Officer for SSA (programme of education for all) also took part in the seminar and spoke on the importance higher education and motivated the child participants to go for higher education. 

Between disclosures, the children performed cultural programmes and folk arts like paraiyattam, oyilattam, karakattam, baratha nattiyam etc. Also, the children have arranged a photo exhibition on the activities executed by TTSM till date.  

Finally, the children made an appeal to the government and unanimously passed the following resolutions:

“The Right of the Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009 assures of education to children up to 14 years old. However, children have been engaged in domestic works, hotels, workshops, match factories, crackers industries and textile mills. According to the survey made by the government in 2003, there were 1071 child labourers in Karur district. About 20 million children are below 18 years in Tamil Nadu state and most of them have been deprived of education. Hence, the Right of the Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009 remains an enigma still. Therefore, we the members of TTSM put forth the following resolution to the perusal of the district administration:

· Ms. Cynthia, the former member of TTSM, was killed by a sand laden lorry on 22.03.2011 at Puliyur. So, the government should pay the compensation to her family without delay.

· Thousands of sand laden trucks and heavy vehicles are plying on the Karur-Kulithalai stretch of national highway everyday and make the stretch accident prone. Therefore, we request the district administration to check these vehicles’ movement during the peak hours in the morning and in the evening daily. 

· The Right of the Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009 should also cover the children up to 18 years old.

· Student-teacher meet must be organized in every school every month in order to facilitate them mutually to share their views day-to-day events and express their needs and wants.

· Child trafficking must be prevented and stern measures should be taken on the child traffickers. 

· The district administration should find out the school dropouts and put them back in mainstream education and thus make the district a child labour free district.

· The district administration should strictly implement the Child Labour Prohibition Act and take severe action against those who engage children in work. 

· Employment to the parents of poor families must be guaranteed throughout the year in order to eliminate child labour.

· The practice of raising funds by the school management from the students in the name of building fund, library fund and the like must be stopped.  

· Every school must be provided with adequate infrastructure and laboratory equipments so as to improve the learning process.

· Every school must be provided with adequate numbers of toilet with water facility and the first aid kits. 

· Every village and every school must have separate libraries for disseminating information and spreading out education.

· Indiscriminate use of plastics must be banned and tree sapling plantation drive must be undertaken effectively.

· Children’s Gram Sabha must be organized in every panchayat for asserting child rights at the grassroots level.

· The state government should impose total prohibition on liquor that degrades our families.”
Summer Camp – 2011
M

ost of the rural Karur district children are studying in government schools, which seldom offer opportunities for them to creative and innovative learning. Their parents are either agricultural labourers or unorganized workers and remain unaware of the importance education.  The poor socio-economic status in the family and the poor learning ambience in schools together limit the learning process of the children and confine their creativity. 

In order to dispel the darkness of ignorance, TTSM organizes weekend programmes for the school-going children at the AREDS Children School Theatre (ACTS). Besides, TTSM organizes summer camp every year in order to help the children spend their vocation joyfully and meaningfully. These camps are organized to provide the children with a space to acquire and tune hobbies, interests and dreams and the skills to express and communicate the same.

Usually, the summer camps organised by TTSM include cultural programmes, spoken English classes, computer skills acquisition, and general knowledge courses, playing and swimming. The summer camps motivate adolescent boys and girls to go for higher studies after completing schooling.  All the children sing, play, swim, eat and stay together – irrespective of castes and religion for the duration of the camp. Besides dealing with the academic and the entertainment aspects, the summer camp inculcates self-confidence in them so that they could become competitive like their counterpart urban students with the attitude ‘I CAN’.   

For the year 2011, the summer camp was organized for three days from the 19th of May to the 11th at the AREDS Training Centre at Aravanampet. Fifty-seven school-going children from Aravanampet, Jananur, Kattalai, Poovampadi, Korakuthi, Malaippatti, Kombadipatti, Kovakulam, Thulasikodumpu, P.Vellalapatti, Parapatti, Nallamuthupalayam and Mayanur villages participated in the camp. 

Mr. L. A. Samy, the director of AREDS, inaugurated the camp. He advised the children to effectively learn and meticulously exhibit the talents and progress in life. 
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The students were divided according to their age group and imparted training on various subjects.

The following items were dealt with in the summer camp:

· Yoga and physical exercises

· The basics of Tamil (was taught according to their class)

· The basics of English grammar

· Computer skills acquisition 

· Handling music instruments  

· Folk arts like ‘paraiyattam’, ‘kolattam’, ‘oyilattam’ etc. 

· Games, memory games, action songs etc. 

· Health awareness and First aid techniques

· Drawing on the themes like child labour and the importance of education

· Awareness on child’s rights 

· Street theatre techniques

· Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) (to make them realize their village realities)
At the end of three-day summer camp, certificates for participating in the camp were issued to the children.
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              PRA
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Last but not the least:

We take this opportunity to thank all those partners who have made their annual contribution to the efforts of AREDS-SHARE. Their sincere and generous help is the one that moves our commitment and to reach out. Your timely contribution made out of your personal sacrifices can be sent to the following accounts of AREDS SHARE:

For Belgium Partners



Account N° : 000 - 0000034 - 34 of ENTRAIDE ET  FRATERNITE
            32 Rue du Gouvernement  Provisoire  B 1000 BRUXELLES 
                avec la mention :pour le projet  AREDS Inde 10-499
For Partners in France and the rest of the World 

Centre L.-J. Lebret

¤ en France, (uniquement en EURO) sur BNP PARIBAS – Compte 10039291

IBAN FR76 3000 4001 8700 0100 3929 110 – BIC: BNPAFRPPPRG

Yours in solidarity,

L. A. Samy
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